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'A Diſcourſe concerning PraAyeER 


Ex tempore, &C, 


SH. Have read over this Book which the Aﬀſem- 
Sa bly of Divines is pleaſed tocall The Direfo- 
| Fc ry for Prayer ; I confefſe I came to it with 
AN much expeRation , and was in ſome mea- 
2 1 el lure confident I ſhould have found it an ex« 
REL Za. ES at and unblameable modell of Devotion, 
free trom all thoſe objeRions which men of their own perſwa- 
fion had obtruded againſt the publike Licurgy of the Church 
of England ; or ar leaſt, it ſhould have been compoſed with fo 
much artifice and fineneſle, thar it might have been to all the 
world an Argument of their learning and excellency of ſpirir, 
if not of the goodneſſe and integrity of their Religion and 
purpoſes. I ſhall give no other-charaRer of the whole ,.but 
that the publike diſreliſh which I finde amongft perſons of gear 
piety, of all qualities, not only of great, but even of ordinary 
underſtandings, is to, me ſome argument that it lies ſo open 
to the objections even of common ſpirits, that rhe Compilers 
of it did intend more to prevaile by the ſuccefle of their Ar- 
mies, then the ſtrength of reaſon , and the proper grounds 
of perſwafion , which yet moſt wile and good men believe ro 
be the more Chriſtian way of the two, Bur Sir, you have 
epgaved me rofay ſomerhing in particular to ſatisfie your C20. 
ſcience. In whichallo I defice I may reterve a leave to my ielf 
£0 conceal much, if I may 1n lictle doe you fatistaRtion, 
A 2 I ſhall 


—— — ——_— 


4 Diſcoarſe concerning 


Numb, 3 « 


|: Numb. 4. 


I ſhall therefore decline ro ſpeak of the Efficient canſe of 
this DireRory, and not quarzell ar it that is was compoſed, a- 


cainft the Lawes both of England and all Chriftendome. If 


the thipg were goodand pious, I ſhould learn ro ſubmit to the 
impoſition , and never quarrell at the incompetency of his 
authority that engaged me to doe pious and holy things, And 
it may be when I am a litclemore uſed tot, I ſhallnot wonder 
at a Synod, in which not one Biſhop fits (in the capacity of a 
Biſhop) though Iam moſt certain this is the firſt example in 
England , ſince it was firſt Chrifined. Bur for preſent ir 
ſeemes ſomething hard to digeſt it, becauſe I know fo well 
that all Aſſemblies of the Church have admitted Prieſts to 
conſultation and diſpute , but never to authority and deciſion, 
till the Pope enlarging the phylacteries of the Archimandrites 
and Abbots, did ſometimes by way of priviledge and diſpen- 
ſation give to ſome of them deciſive voyces in publike Coun- 
cels. But this was one of the things in which he did inno- 
vate and invade againſt the publike reſolutions of Chriſten» 


dome, though he durſt not doe it often,and when he did ic, it | 


was in very imall and inconſiderate numbers. 

I faid I would not meddle with the Efficient , and I cannot 
meddle with the Finall cauſe, nor gueſle ar any other ends and 
purpo!es of theirs then at what they publiquely profeſſe, which 
1s the abolition and -deſtruſtion of the Book of Common - 
Prayer; which great change, becauſe they are pleaſed ro call 
Reformation, I ara content in charity to believe they think ir 
ſo, and that they have Zelums Des, but: whether ſecundum /cien- 
tiams, according to knowledge or no, muft be judged by them 
who confider the matter and the forme, 

Bur becauſe the matter is of ſo great variety and minute 
conſideration, every part whereof would require as much cru 
tiny as I purpole to beftow upon the whole , 1 have for the 
preſent cholen to conſider only the form of it ; and becaule 
1t pretends againſt the form of ſer Lyturgy , and that ex :-02+ 
pore forms doe ſacceed in room of the eltabliſhed and deter. 
mined ſervices, I ſhall give yon my judgement of it, without 
any ſharpneſſe or. bitterneſle of ſpiric, for I am. reſolved. not 


LO. 


”- 


Ply 


Prayer Ex tempore, Oc, 


ro be angry with 2ny man of another perſwaſion , as knowing | 
that I differ juſt as much from them as they doe from me. | 

And firſt, I conſider that the true fiate of the Queſtion is ,; ; 
only this, Whether it is better to pray to God with conſidera- DEN" PN 
tion or without? whether 1s the witer man of the two, hee 
who thinks, and deliberates what to ſay, or he that utters his 
mind as faſt as it comes ? Whether 1s the better man, he who 
out of reverence to God 1s moſt carefull and curious that he 
offerd not in his tongue, and therefore he himſelfe deliberates 
and takes the beſt guides he can, or he who out of the confi- 
derce of his own abilities or other exteriour afſiftances, ſpeaks 
what ever comes uppermolt ? 

Andhere I have the advice and councell of a very wiſe man, ar, ; : . 
no lefle than Solomon, Eceleſ. 5. 2. Be not raſh with thy mouth, ae 
and let not thy heart be haſty to utter any thing before God,for God 
is in heaven avd thou upon carth , therefore, let thy words be few. 
The conſideration of the vaſt diftance between God and us, 
Heaven and Earth, ſhould create ſuch apprehenſions in us, that 
the very beſt and choycelt of our offertoryes are not acceptable 
bur by Gods gracious vouchiafeing and ccndeſcenfion : and 
therefore ſince we are ſo much indebted to God for accepting 
our beft,it is not ſafe ventured ropreſent him with a doiwbaked 
facrifice,and put him off with that which in natnre and humane 
conſideration is ablolutely .che workt ; for ſuch is all the crude 
and imperfe& utterance of our more imperſe& conceptions, 
But let So/omzons reaſon be what it will, goodwe are lure it is, 
Ler us conſider who keeps the precept beſt ; He that delibe- 
rates, or he that conſiders not but when he ſpeakes : What 
man in the world is halty to offer any thing before God , if he bee 
not who prayes ex tempore? And then adde to it but the 
weight of Solomons reaſon, and let any man-anſwer me if he 

thinks it can well ſtand with that reverence we owe. to the 

 Immenſe,the infinite, and to the-eternail God, the God of 
wildome , to offer him a {acrifice which we *durſt nor preſent 
to a Prince, or a prudent Governout in re ſeria, ſuch as our 
prayers onght to be, | 

And that this may not. be daſhed with a pretence it is carnall Numb. 7. 

realoning, 


AY 


A Diſcourſe concerning 


— 


reaſoning I deſire it may be remembred, that it is the argumenc 
God himſelfe uſes againſt lame,maimed, and imperfe& facrifices, 
Goo and offer this to thy Prince , ſee if he will accept it : Im- 
plying , that the beſt perſon is ro have che belt preſent ; and 
what the Prince will flight as truly unworthy of him, much 
more is it unfit for God, For God accepts nor ofany thing we 
give or doe, as if he were bertred by ir : for therefore its efti- 
mate is not taken by its telation or naturall complacency to 
bim, it is allalike ro him , for in it ſelfe it is to him as no- 
thing. Burt God accepts it by its proportion, and commenſu- 
ration to us. That which we caliour belt, and is truly fo in 
humane eftimate, that pleaſes God, for it declares that if we 
had better, we would give it him. Burt to relerve the beſt, 
fayes too plainly, that we think any thing is good enough for 
him. As therefore God in the Law would not be ſerved by 
that which was imperfeR in gerere natare - ſo neither now nor 
ever will that pleaſe him which is imperfeR in genere moram, 
or materia intelleftnals, when we can give a better. 

Well then, in the nature of the thing, ex rempore forms 
have much the worſe of it. But it is pretended that there is ſuch 
a thing as the 'gift of Prayer , a praying with the Spirit, Ex 
xeſcit tarda molimina ſpiritns ſaniti gratia. Gods Spirit (if he 
pleaſes) can doe his work as well in an inſtant, as in long pre- 
meditation. And to this purpoſe are pretended thoſe places of 
Scripture which ſpeak of the affiſtance of Gods Spirit in our 
prayers, Zech. I2, lo, end 1 will poure wponthe houſe of Da- 
vid, andthe inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the ſpirit of grace and ſup- 
plication, Bur eſpecially Kom, 8. 26. Likewiſe the Spirit alſo 
helpeth onr infirmities; for we know not what we ſhould pray for as 
we ought , but the Spirit it ſelfe maketh interceſſion for us with 
groanings that cannot be mtered, &c. From whence the Con. 
clufion rhart is inferred is in the words of Saint Paxl, That we 
21u/! pray with the ſpirit, therefore not with ſer forms, theretore 
ex tempore. 

The Colie&ion 1s ſomewhat wild ; for there is great inde- 
pendcnce in the ſeverall parts, and much more is in the Con. 
clufon, then was virtually in the premiſes. Bur ſuch as ic is the 


Authors 


+. 


| 


- Gods Spirit we cannot pray aright ; that our infirmiries need 


Prayer Ex tempore, &c. 


Authors of it 1 ſuppoſe will own it, And therefore we will 
examine the maine deſign of it, and thenconfider the particu - 
lar meanes of its perſwaficn , quoted in the objeRion. 

Ir is one of the priviledges of the Golpel, and the benefit of Namb, 10, 
Chriſts aſcenſion, that the holy Ghoſt is given unto the Church, | 

and is become to us the fountaine of gifts and graces. But theſe 

giſts and graces are improvements and helps of cur naturall fa- 

culties, of-our art and induſtry, not extraordivary, miraculous, 


and immediate infuſions of habits znd gifts. That withcur 


his belp ; that we know not whart to ask of our ſelves, is moſt 
true ; and if ever any Hererique was more confident of his 
own naturals, or did ever more undervalue Gods grace then 
ever the Pelegians did, yet hedenyes nor this. But what then ? 
Therefore without Rudy, without art , without premeditation, 
withour learning, the ſpirit gives the gitt of prayer , anditis 
his grace, that without any naturall or artificial! help makes 
us pray ex tempore ? No ſuch thing : The ObjeRtion proves 
nothing of this. 
Here therefore we will joyn ifſue,wherher the gifts and helps amb. 133 
of the Spirit, be immediate infuſions of theFaculties,and powers, 
and perfect abilities? Or that he doth afſiſt us only by his aydes 
externall and intervall , in the uſe of ſnch means which God and 
nature hath givento man, to ennoble his ſoul, better his Facul= 
ties, and to improve his underſtanding ? That the aydes of the 
holy Ghoſt are only affiſtancesto us in the uſe of naturali and 
artificiall means, I will undertake to prove, and from thence 
it will evidently follow, that labour, and hard Rudy, and pree- 
meditation will ſooneft purchaſe the gift- of prayer, and aſcer- 
cain us of the affiſtance of the ſpirit z and therefore ſer forms 
of prayer, ſftudyed and confideredof.areina true andproper ſenſe, 
andwithour enthuſiaſw, the fruits of the ſpirit.” | 
T . Gods Spiritdid affiſt the Apoſtles by wayes extraordina- Numb. 12. 
ry,and firforthe firſt inſtitution of Chriſtianity : bur doth affift | 
us now by the expreſſes of thoſe firſt afſiſtances which he gave 
ro them immediately, So that the holy Ghoſt is the authorof 
our faith, and we believe with the ſpirit (it is Saint Panls ex- 
' prefſion) 
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preſſion) and yer our belieſe comes by hearing and reading the 


— 


| holy Scriptures and their interprerations. Noyy reconcile theſe 


Numb. 1 Jo 


Pi, AT13.21, 
Lo 16.0: » 330 


39, 


Numb, 11. 


two together , Faith comes by hearing, and yet is the gift of 
the Spirit, and ir ſayes, thar the gifts of the Spirit are not ex- 
tafies, and immediate infuſions of habirs, but helps from God to 
enable us upon the uſe of the meanes of his own appoint- 
ment to believe,to ſpeak,tounderſiand, to prophecy,and to pray. 

2. And that theſe are for this reaſon called gifts, and graces, 
and iflues of the Spirit, is lo evident and notorious, that the 
ipzaking of- an ordinary revealed truth, is called in Scripture - 
a ſpeaking by the Spirit, x Cor. 12.8. No man can ſay that Jeſs 
7 the Lard, but by the holy G hoſt, For if the holy Ghoſt ſupplyes 
us with materials , and fundamentals for our building , it is 
then enough ro denominate the whole edifice to be of him, 
alchough rhe labour and the workmanſhip be ours , upon ano- 
cthers (tock. And this is it which the Apoſtles ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 2. 
2:3. Which things alſa we ſpeak,, not in the words which mans 
wiſdome teacheth, but which the holy Ghoſt teacheth, comparing 
ſpirituall things with ſpiricuall, The holy Gholt teaches, yer it 1s 
upon our co-operation , our ſtudy and endeavour, while we 
compare ſpirituallthings with ſpirituall ; the holy Ghoſt is faid 
to teach us, becauſe theſe fpirituals were of his luggeſtion and 
revelation, | 

3. For it is a rule of the Schools , and there is much reaſon 
in it, Habitus infuſi infanduntur per modum acquiſitorum,ywbat= 
ſoever 18 :infuſed into; us, 1s-in the ſame manner infuſed ay 
other things are acquired , that is, ſtep by ſtep, by humane 
meanes and co-operation, and grace does not give us new fa- 
culries, and create another nature, but, meliorates and improves 
our own.:. And what S. Part ſaid in the ReſurreRion, -is alſo 


- true in-this Queſtion; T hat is not firſt which is | vr , but 
p 


that which is tiatarall; and then that which: #1 ſpiritaall, The 
graces and gifts of the Spirit are polinate, andare additions to 
2rt and nature, God direRs our councels,opens onrunderfien- 
dings, regulates our will, orders our affeRions, fupplies'us with 
ObjeRs, and, Arguments, and opportunities, and revelations 
#n ſcriptix ; and then moſt when we moſt 'imploy our own en- 

6d D 3 deayours, 
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Prayer Ex tempore,&c. 


| deavours, God loving to bleſle all the meanes, and initruments 


of his ſervice, whether they be naturall or acquiſire. 

Burt whoſoever ſhall look for any other gitts of rhe fpiric be- 
ſides rhe parts of nature helped by induſtry and Gods bleſſing 
upon it, and the revelations or the ſuppplyes of marter in holy 
Scripture,will be very farre to ſeek, having neither reaſon, promile, 
nor exferience of his fide, For why ſhould the ſpiric of Prayer 
beany other chan as the gift and ſpirir of faith (as S.Pay/ calls ir, 
2 Cor.4413 ) acquired by humane meanes uſing divine aids ? 
that is, by our endeavcurs in hearing, reading, Catechizing, de- 
fires to obey, and all this bleſſed and promored by God, this 
produces faith. And if the ſpirit of Prayer be of greater conſe - 
quence, and hath a rromiſe of a ſpeciall prerogative, ler the firſt 
be proved,and the ſecond be ſhewn in any good record, and then 
I will believe it too. 

4- And the parallel of this Argument I the rather urge, be- 
caule I find praying in the holy Ghoſt joyned with graces, which 
areas much Godsgifts and produRions of the ſpirit as any thing 
in the world, and yet which the Apoſtle preſſes upon us as duties 
and things put into our power, and to be improved by our in» 
duliry , and thoſe are faith (in which I before inſtanced)) and 
charity, Epiſt. Jud. ver. 20. But ye ( beloved ) building up your 


ſelves on your mot holy Faith, praying in the holy Ghoſt, keep your 
ſelves in the love of G2d. All of the fame conſideration , Faith, and 


Prayer and Charity , all gifts of the Spirit, and yer build up your 
ſelves in faith,and keep your ſelves in love,and therefore by a parity 
of reaſon, improve your ſelves in the ſpirit of prayer, that is, 
God by his Spirit havivg ſupplyed us with matcer, ler our induſtry 
and co-operations per wodum wature , improve theſe gifts, and 
build upon this foundation. 

So that in effeR, praying in the holy Ghoſt or with the Spirir, 
15 nothing bur prayer for ſuch things and in ſuch manner which 
God by his Spirit hath taught us in holy Scripture, Holy prayers, 
ſpirituall ſongs, fo the Apofile calls onepart of prayer, viz. Eu- 
chariſticall or thankſgivipg, that is, prayers or ſongs which are 
ſpirituall 52 materia. And if they be called fpirituall for tte 


efficient caule too, the holy Ghoſt being the Anthor of them, ic 


comes all to one, for therefore he is the canſeandgiver of them, 
becaule 
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becauſe he hath in his ward revealed', what things we are co pray 
for, and there alſo hath taught us the manner. 

Apd this is exaRtly the DoQrine Iplainly gather from che ob- 
jeaed words of Saint Paul, ( The ſpirit helperh our infirmicies ) 
How {o ? it followes immediately, For we know wot what we ſhould 
pray for as we ought : So thar therefore he is the Spirit of ſuppli- 
cation and prayer, becauſe he teaches us what to ask, and how to 
pray,ſo he helps our infirmities, owerr1aapfdye), It Is in the Greek 
( ollaboranters adjuvat, It is an ingeminate expreſſion of hel- 
Ping us in cur labours together with him. Now he that ſhall ay 
this is not ſufficiently dene by Gods Spirit in Scripture by 
Prayers, and P ſalmes, and Hymnes, and Spirituall Songs, and 
precepts concerning prayer, ſet down in that holy repoſitory of 
truth and devotion, undervalues that ineſtimable trealure of the 
Spirit ; and if it be ſufficiently done there , he that will mulciply 
his hopes farther , then what is fufficieat , may poſſibly deceive 
himſelf, but never deceive God, and make him multiply and con- 
tinue miracles, to juſtifie his fancy. | 

5+. Berger it is to follow the Scriptures for our guide, as in all 
things elſe , fo in this particular, Epheſc6.17,18. Take the ſword 
of the Spirit, which tr the wordef God, Praying alwayes with all 
prayer and ſupplication in the ſpirit. The Word of God is the 
ſyord of the Spirit ; praying in the Spirit is one way of uſing 
it, indeed the only way that he here ipecifies. Praying in the 
Spicit then being rhe uſing of this Sword, and this Sword being 
the Word of God, it followes evidently , that praying in the 
Spirir,is praying in or according to the Word of God, that is, in 
the dire&tions, rules and expreſſes of che Word of God, that is, of 
the holy Scriptures. 

The ſumme is this, Whatſoever this gifc is, or this ſpirit of 
Prayer, it is to be acquired by humane induſtry, by learning of 
the Scriptures, by reading, by conference, and by whatſoever elſe 
faculties are tmproved, and habits enlarged. Gods Spirit hath done 
his work ſufficiently this way, and he loves nor eicher in nature 
er grace (which are his two great ſanRions) to multiply miracles. 
when there is no need. 

' 6. So that now I demand, Whether or no, fince the expiration. 
of the Age of Miracles,does not Gods Spitit moſt aflift us, when 
we 
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Prayer Es tempore,&c. 


we moſt endeavour and moſt uſe the meanes > He that fayes, No, 
diſcourages all men from reading the Scriptures, from induſtry, 
from meditation, from conference, from humane Arts and Scien- 
ces, and from whartſoeverelſe God and good Lawes provoke us 
to by propoſition of rewards : Bur if, Yea, (as moſt certainly 
God will beſt crown the beſt endeavours) then the ſpirit of 
Prayer is greateſt in him, who (ſuppoſing the like capacities and 
opportunities) ſtudies bardeſt, reads moſt , pratices moſt religi- 
oufly, deliberates moR prudently ; and then by how much want 
of meanes is worle then the uſe of meanes, by ſo much ex cers- 
pore Prayers are worſe then deliberate and tudyed. Excellent 
therefore is the councell of S. Peter, 1 Ep.Chap.qe ver. 11, If any 
man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the Oracler of God, (not lightly 
then and inconfiderately ) 1f any wan miniſter , ct hims doe it as 
of the ability which God giveth: (great reaſon then ropur all his 
abilities and faculties to 1t ) and whether of the two does moſt 
likely doe that, he rhat rakes paines, and conſiders, and diſcuſſes, 
and to approves and praRiſes a form, or he that never conſiders 
whart he ſoyes, till hee fayes it, needs not much deliberation ro 
paſſe a ſentence. 

7. Laſtly, did not the Penmen of the Scripture, write the E- 
piſtles and Goſpels reſpeRively all by the Spirit ? Moſt certain- 
ly, holy men of God ſpokg as they were moved by the holy Ghoſt, 
faith Saint Perer. And certainly they were moved by a more 
immediate motion, anda motion nearer to an Enthuſialme, then 
now adayes in the gift and ſpirit of Prayer. And yet in the midft 
of thole great afliſtances and motions they did uſe ſtudy, arr, in- 
duſtry, and humane abilities. This is more then probable in the 
different Ryles of the ſeverall Books, ſome being of admirable 
art, others lower and plaine. The words were theirown, at leaft 
ſometimes, not the holy Ghoſts, And if the Fathers and Gram- 
marians were not deceived by falſe Copies , but that they truly 
did obſerve , ſometimes to be propriety of expreſſion in rhe 
language, ſomerimes not true Greek, who will think thoſe er- 
rours or imperfe&ions in Grammar , were (in reſpe& of the 
words I ſay preciſely) immediate inſpirations and diRates of 
the holy Ghoſt and nor. rather their own produRions of induſt 
and humanity ? Bur clearely ſome of their words were the words 
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of cAratas ,'fome of Epimevides, ſome of HMenander , ſome 


of Saint Pax, | This ſp:ak, 1, not the Lord, y (or.7.) and 
yet becau'e the holy Ghoſt renewed their memory , im- 
roved their underſtanding , ſupplyed to ſome their want of 
@pccre learnirg, and fo afſiſfted them that tiey ſhuuld nor com - 
mit an errour in a or opinion, neither in the narrative nor 
dogmaricall parts, therefore they writ by the Spirit, Since then. 
we cannot pretend upon any grounds of probability to an inſpi- 
ration ſo immediate as theirs, and yet their afſiltances which. 
they had from the Spirit did not exclude humane arts, and indu- 
ſry, bur that the ablelt Scholler did write the beſt , much rarher 
is this true in the gifts and affiltances we receive, and particularly 
in the gift of Prayer, it is not an ex rempore and an inipired. fa. 
culty, but the faculties of nature and the abilities of arc andin- 
duſtry are improved and ennobled by the tupervening aſſiftances 
of the Spirit. | | 
And noiw ler us take a man that pretends. he hath che gift of 
Przyer, and loves to pray ex tempere, 1 ſuppoſe his thoughts 
oe a little before his tongue ; I demand then, Whether cannot 
this man, when it is oncecome into his head, hold his. crongue,and 
write down what he hath conceived ? If his firſt conceptions were 
of Gol. and Gods fpirit, then they are ſo ſtill, even when they 


are written. Or is the Spirit departed from him, upon the 


fight ofa pen and Ink-horn? Ir did uſeto be otherwiſe among 
the old and new Prophets, whether they were Prophets of Pre- 
dicticn, or of ordinary Miniſtery , But if his conception may be 
written, and being wricten is Rill a produRtion of the Spirit , 
then it follows that ſer-forms of Prayerdeliberate and deſcribed, 


ray as well be a praying wi.h the Spiric, as ſudden forms and ex 


tempore out -lets. 

New the cate b-ing thus put, I would faine know what the 
difference 1s between deliberate and ex tempore Prayers, ſave 
only that in theſe there is lefſe confideration and prudence ; for 
that the other are ( art leaſt as much as them ) the produQions 
of the Spirit, 1s evident in the very caſe put in this very Argu< 
ment : and wherher.to conſiderand to weigh them, be any diiad- 
vantage to our devotions, I leave ic toall wiſe men to decermine, 
So that in effeR, fince ater the pretended aſſiliance of the Spirir, 
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in our Prayers, we may write them down , conſider them , try 
the ſpirits, and ponder the manner , the reaſon and the religion 
of the addrefle; let the world judge whether this ſudden uc- 
rerance and ex tempore forms be any thing elſe , but a dire re- 
ſolution not to conſider before. hand what we ſpeak. 
But ler us look a little further into the myſtery, and ſee what Numb. 25. 
15 meant in Scripture by praying with the Spirit. In what ſenſe 
the holy Ghoſt is called the /peree of Prayer, 1 bave already ſhewn, 
viz,, by the ſame reaſon, as he is the ſperit of faith , of prudence, 
of knowledge, of under ftanding , and the like. But praying with 
the ſpirit hath beſides this other ſenſes alſo in Scripture, I finde | 
in one place, that thenve pray with the Spiric , when the holy | 
Ghoſt does aQually excite us to defires and earneſt tendencies | 
ro the obtaining our holy purpoſes, when he gives us zeale and | 
devotion, charity and fervour, ſpirituall violence and holy impor+« 
tunity. This ſenſe is allo in the latter part of the objeRed words 
of Saint Parl, Rom.8, T he Spirit it ſelfe maketh interceſsion for 
2 with groanings, &c. Indeed this is truly a praying in the 
ſpicit; but this will doe our reverend Brethren of the Aſſembly 
Ittle advantage as to the preſent Queſtion. For this ſpirit is nor 
a ſpirit of utterance ; not at all clamorous in the . eares of the 
people, but cryes loud in the cares of God with { greener wnnt- 
zerable\ to it tollowes, and only { He that ſearcheth the heart, he 
widerſtandeth the meaning of the ſpirit. | This 1s the ſpiric of the 
Son, which God bath ſent into our hearts, (not into our rovgues) 
whereby we cry, Abba, Farner, Gal.4.6, And this is the grear 
«v967e for mentall Prayer , which 1s properly and truly praying 
by the Spirit. | | WM 
Another praying with the Spirit I find in that placeof S. Paul, Numb, 26.. 
from whence this expreſſion is taken, avd commonly uſed, / will 
pray with the ſpirit , and / will pray with the underflanding alſo. 
Here they are oppoſed, or art leaft declared to be-things ſeverall 
and diſparate: where by the way obſerve, that praying with the 
ſpirit, even in ſenſe of Scripture, is not alwayes moſt roedificati= 
on of the people, Not alwayes:with underſtanding. - And when 
theſe rwo are ſeparated, St Paw! prefers five words with under- 
Nanding, before ten thouſand in.the ſpirit. For this praying with 
the ſpirit was indeed then 4.gitt extraordinary —— 
B, 3, = 
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Numb. 29» 


like as prophecying with the ſpirit,and expiredwith ir, Bur while 
it did laſt, 1t was the lowelt of gifts, /»ter dona lnguarum, it was 
but a gift of the tongue, and not to bethe benefir of the Church 
direRly or immediately. : 

By the way only, 1t Saint Paw! did fo undervalve the praying 
with the Spirit, that he preferred edifying the Church a thou- 
and degrees beyond it. I ſuppoſe he would have been of the 
ſame mind , if this Queſtion had been between praying with 
the Spirit and obeying our ſuperiors, as he was when it was be- 
rween praying with the Spirit and edification of the Church, be- 
cauſe (if I be not miſtaken ) it is matter of great concernment 
towards the edificatiop of the Church to obey our ſuperiours, 
not to innovate In publick formes of worſhip, eſpecially with the 
ſcandall and offence of very wiſe and learned men and to the diſ- 


grace of the dead Martyrs , who ſealed our Liturgy with their 
blood. 


But to return. In this place praying with the Spiric, is no 
more then po ſpirit praying. For ſo S. Paxl joynes them as terms 
1denricall, and expreflive one of anothers meaning , as you may 
pleaſe toread ver.14.and r5. 1 Cor.14, / willpray with the Spirit, 
and my Spirit truly prajeth. It is the a& of our inner man, 
praying holy and ſpiricuall Prayers, Bur then indeed at thar time 
there was ſomeching GE joyned, for it was in an un- 
known topgue, the praftice of which $.Paw/ there diſlikes. This 
alſo will be tro none of their purpoſes. For whether it were ex 
| e , or by premeditation, is not here expreſſed; or if it 
had, yet thar aſſiſtance extraordinary in prayer, if there was any 
beſide the gift of tongues ( which I much doubt) is no more 
cranſmicced ro us, then Fo if _ tongues in the ſpirit, or 
prophecyirg ex temporeand by the ſpirits 

Bur 1 _—_ adde alſoone experiment which S.Paz/ alſo there 
addes by way of inſtance. If praying with the ſpiric in this place 
be praying ex rempore, then {o is ſinging too, For they are ex- 
profiſed in the ſame place, in the ſame manner, to the ſame end, 
and I know no reaſon why there fhonld be differing ſenſes pur 
upon them to ſerve purpoſes. And now let us have ſome Church- 
enufick £90, — Organs be pulled down, and let any the 


beſt Palmiſtef them all , compoſe a hymne in meccicall forme, 


and 
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and ſing it to a new tune with perfe& and true mufick , and all 
this ex 1empore, For all this the holy Ghoſt can doe if he pleaſes, 
Bur if ir be faid that the Corinthian Chriftians compoſed their 
ſongs and hymnes according toart andrulesof mulick, by fiudy 
and induſtry, and that to this they were affiſted by the Spiric ; 
and thar this together with the devotion of their ſpirit, was ſing- 
ing with the ſpirit, then ſay 1, ſo compeling ſer forms of Lytur- 
oy by skill and prudence, and humane induſtry, may be as much 

praying with the ſpirit as the other is fingivg with the ſpirit. 

Plainly enough, In all the ſenſes of praying with the ſpiric, and in 

all irs acceptations in Seripture, to pray or ſing with the ſpirir, 

neither of rhem of neceſſity implyes ex tempore, 


The ſumme or Cole of the premiſes is this, Praying with Numb, 30. 


che ſpirit, is either when the ſpirit ſtirres up our deſires to pray, 
Per motionem attualis anxilii, or when the ſpirit teaches us 
what, or how to pray, telling us the matter, and manner of onc 
prayers. Or laſtly, diftating the very words of ourprayers. There 
is no other way in the world to pray with the ſpirit, or in the 
holy Ghoſt, rhar is pertinent to this Queſtion. And of chis laft 
manner the Scripture determines nothing, nor ſpeaks any thing 
expteſlely of it, and yer ſuppoſe it had, weare certaine the holy 
Ghoſt hath ſupplyed us with all theſe, and yet in fer formes of 
prayer belt of all, I meane there where a difference can be. For 
as for the deſires,and actual) motions or incitements to pray, they 
are indifferent toone or the other, to ſer-forms or to ex tempore.. 
2+ Bur as tothe matter and manner of prayer , it is clearly con- 
tained in the expreſſes, and ſer forms of Scriptures, and it is 
ſupplyed to us by the ſpirit, for he is the great DiRtror of it. 


Now then for the very words. No man canafſure me that the 97 wwb, 31, 


words of his ex tempore prayer are the words of the: holySpiric : 
it isnot reaſon nor modeſty to expe ſuch immediate affiftances 
ro ſo little purpoſe, he having ſupplyed us with abilities more then 
enough to expreſle our defires a/ixwde, otherwiſe then by imme. 
diate diate. Bur if we will take Davids Pfalter, or the: other 
hyranes of hol —_— or any of: the Prayers: which are 
reſperſed over the Bible, we are ſure- enough that they are the 
wordsof Gods Spirit, mediately or immediately, by way of in- 
fuſion or extafie, by vifion, or at leaſt by ordinary afhifance, And 


— 
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now then, what greater confidence can any man have for the ex- 
cellency of his Prayer, and the probabilicy of their being accep- 
ted, then when he prayes his Plalter, or the Lords Prayer, or ano- 
cher office which he finds configned in Scripture? When Gods 
Spirit ſtirs us upto anaRuall devotion, and then we uſe the mar - 
ter hee hath deſcribed and raughr , and'rhe very words which 
Chriſt, and Chriſts Spirit, and the Apoſtles, and other perlons 
full of the holy Ghoſt did uſe; if in che world there be any 
praying with the Spirit, (I mean in vocal! prayer ) this is it, 

And 'thus I have examined the: intire and full ſcope of rhis 
Queſtion, and rifled their Objetion. Now I ſhall proceed ro 
ſome few Arguments which are more extrinſecall ro the nature 
of the thing. | 

Ic is apraRtice prevailingamong thoſe of our Brethren that are 
zealous for ex tempore prayers, to pray their Sermons over, to re- 
duce their doArine into Devotion and Lyturgy. I miſlikeit not 
for the thing ic ſelfe, if ic were done regularly for themanner,and 
che matter werealwayes pious and true. But who fhallafſure me 
when the preacher hath diſputed, or rather dogmatically decreed 
a poinr of predeſtination, or of preſcience , of contingency , or of 
liberty, or any of the moſt myRterions parts of Divinity, and 
then prayes his Sermon over , that he then prayes with the 
Spirit ? Unleſſe I be ſure thar he alfo preached with the Spirit, 
I cannot be ſure that be prayes with the ſpirit , for all he prayes 
ex temppore, Nay, if I heare a Proteſtanc preach inthe morning, 
and an Anabapriſt in the afternoone, to day a Presbyrerian , to 
morrow an Independent, am I nor moſt fare that when they 
have preached ContradiQtories , and all of them pray their Ser. 
mons over, that they doe not all pray with the ipirit? More 
than one in this caſe cannot pray with the ſpirit, poſſibly all 
may pray-againſt him. . 

2. From whence I thus argue in behalſe of fer forms of 
prayer. Thar in the caſe above put , how ſhall I orany manelſe 
fay Amen to their prayers that preach and pray contradiftories ? 
At leaſt I am much hirndredin my devotion, For beſides that, ir 
derives our opinions into our devortions, makes every ſchoole 
point become our religion, and makes God a party , (io farre as 
we can) intitlivg him to our impertinent wranglings, _ 
this, 
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this, I ſay , while we ſhould attend ro our addreſſes rowards 
God, we are to conſider whether the point be rrue or ne, and by 
that time we have tacitlydiſcourled it,we are upon another point 
which allo perhaps is as Queſtionable as the former, and by this 
rime our ſpirit of devotion 1s 2 lictle diſcompoſedand ſomething 
out of countenanee , there is ſo much other imployment for the 
ſpirit , the ſpirit of diſcerning and judging. All which inconve- 
niences are avoyded in ſet formes of Liturgy, For we know be-= 
tore hand the conditions of our Communion, and to what we ate 
to ſay Amen, to which if we like it we may repaire ; if nor, 
there is no harm done ; your devotion ſhall nor be furprized, nor 
your Communion invaded, as it may be and often is in your ex 
tempore prayers. And this _ hath another collaterall inconve- 
pience, which is of great conſideration ; for upon what confidence 
c2n we foilicite any Recuſants to come to our Church, where we 
cannot promile them that the devotions there to be uſed , ſhall 
be innocent, nor can we put him into a condition to judge for 
himſelfe ? :f hee will ventore he may, but we canuſe no Argue 
ment co make him chooſe our Churches, though he ſhould quit 
his own. 

3» Burt again, let us conſider with fobriety. Are not tlioſe 
prayers and hymnes in holy Scripture , excellent compoſitions, 
admirable intiruments of devotion, full of piety , rare and in. 
comparable addrefſes ro God? Dare any man with his gift of 
prayer prerend, that he can ex tempore or by Rtudy make bercer ? 
Who dares pretend that he hath a berter ſpiric then David had, 
or then the Apoſtles and "_ and other holy perſons in 
Scripture , whoſe Prayers and Pſalmes are by Gods Spirit con- 
figned to the uſe of the Church fer ever? Or will ir be denyed 
but that they alſo are excellent direRories and patterns for 
prayer ? And if patterns, the nearer we drayy to our example, are 
not the mmitations and repreſentments the better? And what 
then if we took the ſamplers themſelves, is there avy imper=- 
feion in them, and can we mend them and corre&t Hagnifices? 

In a juſt porportion and commenſuration,I argue ſo concerning 
the primitive andancient forms of Church ſervice, which are com- 
poſed according ro thoſe ſo excellent patterns, which if they had 
remained pure as in their firſt A” th or had alyayes been 
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. . -areſare that Chriſt andChriſts-Spiric raughr.us this Prayer; 


as they, have been. reformed by the Church of England, they 
would againRt all defiance put in for the next place to thole 
formes or Liturgy which 2atatis mmutandis are nothing bur the 
Words of Scripture. But I am reſolved at this preſent not to 
enter into Queſtion concerning the matter of prayers, But for 
rie forme this I ay further. 2 
4+ That the Church of God hath che promiſe of the ſpirit 
made to her in generall, to her in her Catholick and united ca- 
pacity , to the whole Church firft , then to particular Churches, 
then in the loweſt ſeat of the Category to fingle perſons, Now 
then I infer, if any ſingle perſons will have us to believe without 
all pofſibility of proofe (for lo ic muſt be ) that they pray with 
the Spirit, ( for hoy ſhall they be able to prove the ipiric actu- 
ally to abide in thoſe ſingle perſons) then much rather muſt 
we believe it of the Church, which by how much rhe more ge- 
nerall it is, ſo much the more of the ſpirit (he 1s likely to have; 
and then if there be no errours-in the matter , the Church hath 
the advantage and probability. on her ſide, and if therebe an er- 
rour in matter in either of them, they faile of their pretences, 
reither of them have the ſpirit. Bur the publick ſpirit in all 
reaſon 1s to be truſted before the private, when there is a con- 
reliation, the Church being Prior & potior in promiſſis, ſhe hath 
a greater and prior-Litle to the ſpirit., And why. the Church 
hath nor the ſpirit of prayer in her compoſitions as well as any 
of her childrem, I defire once. for all to be fatisfied. upon true 
grounds either of realon or revelation. | 
- 5+ Or if the Church ſhall be admitted to have the:gift,, and 
rie ſpiric of prayes- given unto her by virtue of the great pro- 
miſe of the ſpicir, roabide with her for ever, yer. for all this ſhe 
1s taugir to pray in a ſer form of prayer, and yer, by the ſpirir 
roo. For what thipk we? When Chriſt taught us te pray in thar 
incomparable modell , the Lords Prayer, it we pray, thatprayer 
devoutly , and with row and- atuall intention , doe we nor 
pray in-the Spirit of Chriſt, as-mnch as if we prayed any other 
form of words pretended ro be raughc us by the Spirit > Wee 


they 


only gather by conjeures and opinions , that in their.ex rem» 
yrrefonns.the ipiric.of. Chxik seaches rhem,, So much then as 
Certainties: 
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cercainties are better then uncercaines, and God aboye man, fo 


much is this ſet form (beſides the infinite advantages in the mat+ 
ter) becter then their ex tempore forms in the form it ſelfe, 
6. 1f I ſhould deſcend co minutes and particulars, I could in- 
ſtance in che behaife of ſer forms, that God preſcribed to Moſes 
a ſer form of prayer and bznediRion to be uſed when he did 
bleſſe the people, 7. That Moſes compoſed a ſong or hymne 
for the children of Iſrael ro uſeto all their generations, 8. That 
D avid compoſed many for the ſervice of the tabernacle, g.That 
Solomon and the holy Kings of Judsh brought them in and con- 
cinued them in the miniſtration of the fFemple. 10, That all 
Scripture is written for our learning, and fince all theſe and many 
more ſet forms of prayer are left there upon record,it is more then 
robable that they were lefe there for our. uſe and deyotion, 
It That S. Joh» Baptift taught his Diſciples a forme of prayer. 
12. And chat Chrifts Diſciples begged the ſame fayour, and ic 
was granted as they defired it. 13. And that Chriſt gave 
it not only in maſſa materie , but in formaverborum; not in 2 
confuſed heap of matter, but in an exa& compolure of words, 
it makes it evident, he intended it not only pro regala petendo- 
rum, for a direction of what things we are to ask, but alſo pre 
forma oratioxis , for a ſet form of Prayer. In which alfo I am 
moſt cerrainly confirmed ( beſides the univerſall teſtimeny of 
Gods Church fo atteſting ir ) in the precept which Chriſt ade 
ded, Fhen ye pray, pray after this manney : and indeed it points 
not the matter only of our prayers, buc the form of it, the manner. 
and the matter of the addrefle both. Bur in the repeticion of it by 
Saint Zzke, the preceptive words ſceme to limit us, and direct us 
to this very form of words, When ye pray, ſay, Our Father, &c. 
14+ I could alſo adde the example of all the Jewes, and by 
conſequence of our blefſed Saviour , who ſung a great part of 
Davids Pſalter in their feaſt of Paſſeover, which part is called 
by the Iewes the great Hallelujab, it begins at the 113 Pſalms 
and ends at the 118 inclufively. And the Scripture mentions 
it as part of our bleſſed Saviours devotion, and of his Diſciples, 
that they ſung a Palme. 15. That this afterward became 2 
Precept Evangelical! , that we ſhould praiſe God in Hymnes, 
Pſalmes, and fpirituall Songs, which is a form of Liturgy, in 
/ C 2 which 
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which we ſing with the ſpiric, but yer cannot make our Hymnes 
ex temspore, (it would be wild fiuffe if we {ould goeabourir,) 
x6. And laſtly, that a ſet form of worſhip and addrefle to Gud 
was recorded by Saint John, and ſung in heaven, and it was 
compoſed our of the ſongs of Moſes, ( Exod.15.) of David, 
Pſal.145.) andof Jeremy, (Chap. 10.6,7-) which certainly is a 
very good precedent for us to imitate, although but revealed to 
Saint John by way of viſion and extafie. All which and many 
more are to me as ſo many Arguments of the uſe, excellency, 
and neceſſity of fer forms of Prayer for publick Liturgies , and 
of greateſt conveniencie, even for private deyotions, 

17. Andſothe Church of God in all Ages did underſtand it, 
I ſhall not multiply Authorities to this _—_ for they aretoo 
many and yarious ; but ſhz'l only obferye two great inſtances 
of their beliefe and- pratiſe in this particular. ' 1. The one is 
the perpecuall uſe and great Eulogies of the Lords Prayer, affiſted 
by the many Commentati:s of the Fathers upon ir. 2. The 
other is that folemn form of benediRion and myſticall prayer 
(as Saint eAnguſtine calls it, LZ5b.3. de Trivit.c 4.) which all 
Churches (and themſelves faid it was by Ordinance Apoſtolie 
call) uſed inthe Conſcration of the bleſſed Sacrament. Bur all 
of chem uſed the Lords Prayer in the Canon, and office of 
Eonſecration, and other prayers taken from Scripture, (ſo /»ftix 
Martyr teſtifies, that the Conſecration is made per preces verbi 
Dei, by the prayers taken from the Word of God ) and the 
whole Canon was ſhorc, determined and myſterious, 

Who defires to be further fatisfied in this particular , ſhall 
find enough in Walafridus Strabo, Aymonins, Caſſander, Flacius. 
IHllyricus, Fofiphms Vicecemes, and the other Ricualiis, and in the 
old offices rhemſelyes. So that I need not put you in mind of 
that famous doxology of Gloria Parria.,, &c. nor the 7 riſagie 
ox», nor any of thoſe memorable hymnes uſed in the Ancient 
Church, fo knewnly and frequently, that che beginning of- 
them came co bee their name, and they were known more by 
their own words, then the Authors inſcription. 

Ar laſt when ſome men that thought themſelves better gifted 
would be venturing at conceived formes of their own, there: 
was 2. timely reſtraint made in the Councell of CIfilevir in 

> 5. > 


Prayer Ex tempore, 9c. 


Africa, Placuit nt preces que probate futrint in Concilio ab omnibus 
celebrentur, nec alie omnino dicautur in Eccleſia, mf que a pruden- 
tioribus fatte fucrint in Synodo, That's the reſtraint and prohibi- 
tion, publick prayers muſt be ſuch as are publickly appointed, and 
preſciibed by our Superiours ; and no private forms of our con- 
ceiving mutt be uſed in the Church, The rcafon followes, Ne 
forte aliquid contra fidem, vel jer ignorantiam, vel per minus findi- 
ps ſit compoſiums: Leit through ignorance or want of delibera- 
tion any thing be ſpoken ia our prayers againſt faith [and good 
manners. | The reaſon is good, and they are carc-witneſles of it 
that hear the variety of prayers before and after Sermons, there, 
where the DireQory is praRtiſed, where (to ſpeak moſt modeſt - 
ly) not only their private opinions, but alſo humane interefts,and 
their own perſonall concernments , and wild fancies, born per- 
haps nottwo dayes before, are made the objects of the peoples 
hopes, of their deſires, and their prayers, and all in the meane 
time pretend ro the holy Spirit. 

I will not now inſtance in the vaine-glory that is app:ndant 
to theſe ex terpore formes of prayer, where the gift of the man 
j8 more then the devotion of the man : nor will I conſider that 
then his gifc is beſt, when his prayer is longeſt : and. if hecake a 
complacency in his gift ( as whois not apt to doe it? ) he will 
be ſuretoextend his Prayer, till a ſuſpicious and ſcrupulous man 
would be apt to ſay, his prayer preſſed lard upon that which our 
bleſſed Saviour reprehended in the Phariſees, who thought ro bee 
heard for chejr much babling. . But theſe things are accidentall 
to the nature of the thing. And therefore though they are too 
certa:nly conſequent tothe perſon ,. yet I w:l] nor b+ too ſevere, 
bur preferve my ſelfe on the ſurer 1:de of charitable conſtruRion, 
which eruly I defice co keep, nor only te the:t perfons whom I 
much reverence , but alſo co their acilons.. But yer !'dt:r'} nor. 
doe the ſame thing, eyen for theſe lalt reafons, thongh 1 had no 
other, 


- Bur it is objeted, chat in ſet forms of Prayer. weref?c2in and 7) 


confine the blefſed Spiric ; and in conceived forms , when. every 
man is leftco his ibercy, thea che Spirit 1 free , unlimited a2 wins 
conftrandd, = | | LOT | 
I anſwer;either their conceived formes { { ik their ops words, 
: C 3 cough 


Ss 2, CS -—<C..- 


N; unb,'q 25 


\luwb.s FR 


—_— = 


20 4A Diſcourſe concerning 


” —_ - > 


though indeed che expreflion is very inartificiall) are premeditare 
and celcribed,or they are ex tempore, If they be premeditate and 
deſcribed, then the Spiric is as much limited in their conceived 
forms as in the Churches conceived forms. For as to this particu - 
lar, it is all one who deſctibes and limits the form, whether rhe 
Church, or a ſingle m:n does ir,(till the Spirit is ip conſtraint and 
limit. So that inthis cale'they aie rot avgry at ſet forms of Prayer, 
but that they do not make them. And it it be replyed, chat if a {in- 
ole perſon compoſes a let form,he may alter it it he pleaſe, and (o 
his ſpirit isat liberty. ] anſwer, ſo may the Church,it ſhe ſee caule 
for it: and unleſſe there be cauſe, the ſingle perion will not alter 
it,unlefle he do things unreaſonable and wirhout cauſe. So that ic 
will be an nnequall andapeeviſh quarrell to allow of ler forms of 

| prayer made by private perſons, and not of ſet forms made by the 
publick ſpirit of the Church, Ir is evident, that the Spirit is 1i- 
mired 1n both alike. 

Nunb. as. But if by [ Conceived forms | in this objeCtion they meane 
ex tempore prayers (ſor ſo they moſt generally practice it) and 
that in the uſe of theſe the liberty of the ſpirit is beſt preſerved, 
Tochis I anlwer , that the being ex temsporeor premeditare will te 
wholly impertinent ro this Queſtion of limiting the ſpiric. For 
there way be great liberty in ſer forms, even when there is much 
variety ; and there may be grear reſtraint in ex tempore prayers, 
even thep when it ſhall be called unlawfull to uſe ſer forms. 
That the ſpirit. is reſtrained , or thar it is free 1n either, is acci- 
dentall to them both; for it may be either free or not free in 
both as it may happen. 

Numb.46s But the reſtraint is this, that every one is not left ro his liber- 
ty to pray how he liſt, (with premeditation or without, it rhakes 
not much matter) but that, he is preſcribed unto by the ſpirit of 
another. Bur if it be a fault thus to reſtraine the fpiric, Iwould 
faine know , is not the ſpirit reſtrained when the whole Con- 
gregarion ſhall be confined to the form of this one mans com- 
poling ? or it ſhall be unlawful, or at leaft a diſgrace and diſpa- 
ragement toule any ſet forms, eſpecially of the Churches compo- 
ſition, More plainly thus | 

Namb. 47. , 2: Doth not che Winifter confine and refiraive the ſpirit of 
the Lords People , when they are tyed to his form ? It would 
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ſound of more liberty to their ſpirits, that every one mighr 
make a prayer of his own and all pray together; and nor be forced 
or confined to the Miniſters fingle dictate, and private ſpirit. It 
is true, ir would breed confuſions, and therefore they might pray 
filently till the Sermon began, and nor for the avoiding one in- 
convenience runne into a. greater, and to avoid the diſorder of a 
popular noyſe reſtraine the bleſſed Spirit ; for even in thiscaſe 
as well as in the other, Whore the ſpirit of God is, there mu#t be 
liberty. 

OM the ſpirit wult be at-liberty, who ſhall afſure us this li- A7,yp. as. 
berty mult be in forms of prayer? And if fo.; whether alloir 
mult be in publike prayer , and.will it not ſuffice that it be in 
private? And.if in publike prayers , is nor the liberty of the ſpi- 
cit ſufficiently preſerved in that the publike ſpirir is free? That 
1s, the Church hath power upon occaſion to alter and encreaſe 
her Litanyes, By what Argument ſhall. any man make it fo 
mu. h as probable, that the holy. Ghoſt is. injured, if every private 
Miniſters. private ſpirit ſhall be guided ( and therefore by ne- 
ceffary conſequence limited) by the Authority of the.Churctes 
publick ſpirit? - | | TE 

4+ Does not tlie DiceRory. that thing which is here called re. Namb, 49: 
ſtraining of the ſpirit? Does. it. nat.appoint every thing but the 
words? And after this is it nor 2a gogdly: Palladium that. is. con» 
rended for, .and a. princely liberty rhat: rhey leave unto the Spi- 
rit, to be free only in. che ſupplying the place of a Vocabulary 
and a (pra Verborum? For as tor the matter , ir 1s all there 
deſcribed and appointed, and ro. thoſe. determined. ſenſes the 
ſpirit muſt affilt or noc ar all,only for cthe.words he ſhall take his 
choyce, Now I delireis may. be conſidered {adly and ſeriouſly ; 
| Is it not as much injury to the. ſpiric te reltraine hismarter, as 
| to appoint his words? Which is the . more conſiderable of the 

two, ſenſe or Language, Matter or Words? I meane.when they. 
areraken ſingly and ſeparately, For. io ghey way. yery well be 

(for as if mien preſcribe the marter oply, "he pc Jay 'cover. 
It with ſeverall words; and. cxprefſions;, 1o. if the ſpirit prelctibe- 
the words, I'may fill abound in vattry. of ſenſe, and preſerve 
the. liberty of-my meaning; we. ſee that trye._ ip the. various in» 
rerpretations: of the. ſame words of Scripture.) . So.that;in-the- 
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greater of the two, the Spirit is reſtrained , when his mater is 
appointed, and ro make him amends, for not truſting him with 
the matter without our directions and limitations, we trult him 
to fay what he pleaſes, ſo it be to our ſenſe, to our purpoſes, A 
goodly compenſation furely |! 

5. Did nor Chrift reſtrain the fpirit of his Apoſtles, when he 
taught them ro pray the Lords Prayer , whether his precepr to 
his Diſciples concerning it, was Pray this , or Pray thus, Pray 
theſe words , or pray after thit manner? or though it had been 
lefle then either, and been only a DireRory for the matter, Nil 
it is a thing which onr Brethren in all orher caſes of the ſame 
ature are teſolyed perpetrally to call a reſtraint. Certainly then 
this prerended reſtraint , is no ſuch formidable thing: Theſe 
men themſelves doe it by diretivg all the matter, and much of 
the manner; and Chriſt bimlſelfe did it, by preſcribing both the 
matter, and the words too. 

6. Theſe reſtraints ( as they are called) or determinations of 
the Spirir are made by the Spirir himſelfe. For 1 demand , when 
any Afſembly of Divines appointed the matter of Prayers to all 
particular Miniſters as this hath done, is that appointment by the 
Spirit or no? If ne, then for ought appears, this DireRory not be- 
ing made by Gods Spirit, may bean enemy to it,But if this ap- 
pointment be by the Spitit,chen the determinarion and limitation 
of the Spitir,is by the Spirithimſelf,and ſuch indeed is every pious 
and prudent conftitution of the Church in marcers ſpiritual! : 
o_ _ _ of _ to the FO when he ped 
orders for publike prophecying, and interpretation, and ſpeaking 
with ton nor. TheRiticol fone he ſo refrained, that be-bour 
them tohold their peace, he permicted but two or three co ſpeak 
ar one meeting, the reft were to keep filence, though poffibly 
fix or ſeven might at thar time have rhe Spiric. 

7. 1s it not a reftrainc of the Spirit ro fing a Pſalm inmeeter 
by appoiritment ? Cleetely as mach as 6 tang. formes of 

prayet bt Euchariſt, And yer that we fee done daily., and no 


icrapte made. Is nor chis to be parriall ib judgemenc, and in- 
conliderare of yyhat wee doe? | 

8, And now afterallthis firife, what harm is chere in reftrai- 
nivg the ſpirit in the preſent ſepie? Whar prahibirion, what law, 
ROY | | what 
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what reaſon or revelation is againſt ic > What inconvenience in 


the nature of the thing? For can any man be fo weak as to 
imagine a deſpite is done to the ſpirit of grace, when thole gifts 
ro his Church are uſed regularly and by order? As if prudence 
were no gift of Gods ſpiric, as if helps in Government , and the 
ordering ſpirituall matters were none of thote graces which 
Chriſt when he aſcended up on high gave unto Men, Bur this 
whole matter is wholly a [iranger to reaſon, and never ſeen in 
Scriprure. 

For Divinity never knew any other vittous refiraining of the 
Spiric, bur either iupprefling thoſe holy incitements to virtue and 
good lite, which Gods Spirit minilters to us externally or inter= 
nally, or elle a forbidding by publick Authority the Miniſters 
of he Word and Sacraments, to ip-ak ſuch truths as God hath 
commended, and ſo taking away the iiber'y of Prophecyivg. The 
firlt is dire&ly vitious /» materia ſpeciale , the ſecond 1s tyranni- 
call and Ancichriftian. And to it perſecution of true Religion is 
ro be reduced. Burt as for this pretended limiting or reſtraining 
the ſpirit, vis. by appointing a regular form of prayer, it is fo 
very a Chimera, that it hath no footing or foundation upon any 
ground where a wiſe man may build his confidence. 

9. But laſtly, how if rhe ſpirit muſt be reftrained, and that by 
precept Apoſtolicall? Thar calls us to a new account, Bur if ic 
be not trne, what meanesS. Pazl, by ſaying 7 he ſpirits of the 
Prophets muſt be ſubjeth to the Pro, hats? What greater reſtraint 
then iabjeftion ? If ſubjected, then they muſt be ruled ; if ruled, 
then limited, preſcribed anto,.and as much under reſtraint as the 
ſpicits of the ſuperiour Prophers (hall judge convenient. I ſuppoſe 
by this time this objeRion will trouble us no more, Bur perhaps 
another will. . 

For why are not the Miniſters to be lefc as well to their li- 
berry in making their Prayers as their Sermons? I antwer, the 
Church may if ſhe will, but whether ſhe doth well or no, ler her 
conſider. This I am ſure, tfiere is not the ſame reaſon, and I fear 
che experience the world hath already had of it, will make de- 
monſtrationenough of the inconvenience, But however the diffe- 
Fences are many. 
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in the name of the people, and therefore great reaſon they 
ſhould know before-hand, whar is to be preſented, that it they 
like not the meſſage, they may refufe ro communicate ; eſpect- 
ally fince people are ſo divided in their opinions, in their hopes, 
and in their faiths : it being a duty to refaſe Communion with 
thoſe prayers which they think to have in them the marrer of fin 
or doubting. Which rezfon on the other part ceaſes, for the Min1- 
fer being to ſpcak from God to the people, if he ſpeaks what he 
ought not, God can right himlſelfe, however is not pariner ofthe 
Enne, as iÞ.the other caſe, the people poſſibly may be. : 

2. It 1- more hit a liberty be left in preaching then praying, 
becauſe the a4drefſe of our diſconries and exhortations are to be 
made according to the underſtanding and capacity of the audience, 
their prejugices are to be removed, all advantages to be taken, 
and they are to be ſuiprized that way they lie molt open | Bat 
being crafty ' caught you, faith Saint Pay ro the Corinthians] 
and 1iſcouries and arguments ad homirem , upon their particular 
p:irciples and practices may more move them then the moſt 
polite and 2ccurate that doe not comply and wind about their 
tancie> and aff. tions, S. Paw! from the abturd practice of being 
baptized for the dead , made an excellent Argument to con= 
vince the Corinthians of the RelurreRtion, Bur this reaſon alſo 
ceaſes In our prayers. For God underftandeth what we ſay ſure 
enough, he hath noprejudices ro be removed, no infirmities to 
be wrought upon, and a fine figure of Rhetorick , a pleaſant 
cadence, and a curious exprefſion, move not him ar all ; noother 
rwinings and complyances Rirre him, bur eharity, and humility, 
and zeale, and importunity, which all are rhings internall and 
ſpirituall. And therefore of neceſſity there is to be great varie- 
ty of diſcourſes to the people, and permiſſions accordingly , bur 
not {© to God, with waom a Dems miſerere prevailes as ſoon as 
the great office of 40 houres not long fince invented in the 
Church of Rewe, or any other prayers ipun out to a length be- 
yond the extenſion of the office of a Phariſee. 

3. 1 feare it cannot ſtand with our reverence to God, toper- 
mit to every ſpirit a liberty of publike addrefſe to him in bebalfe 
of the people. Indeed he thar is not fir to pray, is nor alyayes fir 
to preach ; but it is more ſafe to be bold with the people _ 
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with God, if the perſons be nor o fit, In that there may be in- 
diſcrerion, bur there may be impiery and irreligion in this. The 
people may better excuſe and pardon an indiicretion or a rude- 
neſle (if any ſuch ſhould happen) then we may venture to offer 
it ro God, 
4+ There is a latitude of Theology, much whereof is lef: ro ATurmb. 60? 
us, ſo, without preciſe and clear determination , :that without 2 
breach either of faith or charity, men may differ in opinion: and 
if they may not be permitred to abound in their own lenſe, they 
will be apt to complaine of tyrannie over conſciences, and that 
wen Lord it over their fairn. In Prayer this thing is fo diffe- 
rent, that it is imprudent and full of inconvenience to derive 
ſuch things intoour prayers, which may with good profic be mar- 
rer of Sermons. Therefore here a liberty may wellenough be 
granted, when there it may better be denyed. 
5+ Bur indeed, if I may freely declare my opinion, I think Namb, g1; 
it were not amiſſe if the liberty of making Sermons were 
ſomething more reſfirained then it is, and rhar either ſuch 
perſons oply were intrufted with liberty for whom the Church 
her ſelfe may ſafely bee reſponſall, that is, ro men learned 
and pious, and that the other part, the Y#lgus Clers, ſhould 
inſtruct the people our of the fountaines of the Church, andup=- 
on the publickRock, till by ſo long exerciſe and diſcipline in the 
Schoolesof the Prophets , they may alſo be intralted to miniſter 
of their own unto the people. This I am ſure was the practice 
of the Primitive Church when Preaching was as ably and reli- 
giouſly performed as now ic is. But in this I preſcribe nothing, 
Bur truly I think the reverend Divines of the Afﬀembly are 
many of my mind in this pasticular, and that they oblerve a 
liberty indulged to ſome perſons to preach, which I think they 
had rather ſhould hold their peace , and yer think the Church 
better ecified in your filence rhen their Sermons, ; 

6. Bur yet me thinks the Argument objeRed, if it were Numb, 62; 
turned with the edge the other way , would have more reaſon 
In ic : and inſtead of arguing | Why ſh1uld not the ſame be allow- 
ed in praying as in preaching \ it were berter to ſubſtitute this. 
It they can pray with the ſpirit, why alſo doe they not preach 
with the ſpirit? and if praying with the ſpirit be praying ex 

2 tenpores 


A Diſcourſe concerning 


Numb. 64. 


rempore, why ſhall they not preach ex texypore too, or elie con - 
feſle that rhey preach without the ſpirit, or that they have nor 
the gitt of Preaching? For ro ſay that the gift of prayer, is a 
gift ex teypore ,' but the gift of Preaching 1s with ſtudy and 
deliberation, is to become vaine and impertinent, Qwrs enim 
diſcrevit ? Who hath made them of a different conſideration ? 
I mean as to this particular, as to their efficient cauſe, Nor rea- 
ſon, nor revelation, nor God , nor man. 

Toe ſumme up all. If any man hath a mind to exerciſe his 
gift of Prayer, let him ſet himlelf ro work, and compoſe Books 
of Devotion, ( we have great need of them in the Church of 
England, i apparent need, that the Papilis have made it an 
objeRion againit us) and this his gift of Prayer will bee to 
edification, But otherwiſe, I underſtand it is more fit for often. 
ration, then any ſpirituall advantage. For God hears us not tie 
ſooner for our ex rempore, long, or conceived prayers ; poffibly 
they may beccme a hindrance, as in the caſes before infiarced, 
And I am ſure if the people te intelligent, and can ditcern , 
they are hindred in their Devotion, for they dare not ſay /1»ze» 
till they have conſidered ; and many ſuch cafes will occurre in 
ex temypore prayers, that need much conſidering before we atteit 
them. Bur it the people bee not intelligent, they are apt to 
{wallow all the inconveniencies which way multiply in ſo great 
a licence; and theretore it: were well that the. Governours of 
the Church who are ro anſwer for their ſoules, ſhould judge for 
them, before they ſay emer , which judgement cannot bee 
without ſet-forms of Liturgy, My ſentence therefore is, jus, 
{throw Gare oper, Letrus be as weare alteady, Few chang-s 
are for the betcer. 

For if it be pretended, that in the Liturgy of the Church of 
England, which was compoled with much art and judgcment by 
a Church that hath as much reaſon to be confident ſhe hath the 
Spirit and gifts of Prayer, as any ſingle perſon hath, and each 
learned man that was at its firft compoſition, can as much prove 
that he had the Spirir, as the objeQtors now adayes : (and he 
that boaſts moſt, certainly hath the leaſt. ) If I ay ir be Pre = 
rended , there are many errours and inconveniences both in the 
order and the matter of the Common-Prayer Book , made by 
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ſuch men , with ſ@ much induſtry : How much more, and with 
how much greater reaſon may we all dread the inconveniencies 
and diſorders of ex t«pore prayers? where there is neither con- 
junaion of heads, nor premeditation, nor induſtry , nor me- | 
chod, nor att , nor any of thoſe things ( or at leaſt not in the 
ſeme degree) which were likely to have exempted the Com» 
mon- Prayer Book from errours and diſorders. If theſe things 
be in the green tree, what will be done in the dry ? 
Bur if it be faid, the ex tempere and coneeived prayers will Namb, 65; 
be ſecured from errour by the Directory , becauſe that chalks 
them out the matter. 1 aniwer, ir is not ſufficient , becauſe if 
when men fludy both the matter and the words:too, they may be 
(and it is pretended are aRtually ) erroneous ; much more may they 
when the matter is le't much more at liberty , and the words 
under no reſiraint at all. And no man can avoid the preflure 
and the weight of this, uplefle the Compilers of the DireRory 
were intallib.e, and thart all their followers were ſo too, of the 
certainty of whicti-I am hot yet fully ſatisfied, 
And after all rhis 1 would fain know, what benefit and ad+ ay uwb. cc. 
vantages ſhall the Church of Eng/and in her united capacity, | 
and every particular in the diffuſed capacity receive by this new 
deviee? For the publike ir is cleare, that whether the Minifters 
pray before they Rudy , or Rudy before thy pray , there mult 
needs be infinite deformity in the publike worſhip, and all the 
benefits which were before the conſequents of conformity and 
unity, will be loft, and if chey be not valuable, I leave ir toall 
them to confider, who know the inconveniences of publike dit« 
union, and the publike di:union that is cercainly conſequent to - 
them who doe not communicate in any common formes of 
worſhip. And to think that the Directory wil bring contormi- 
ty, 15 as if one ſhould ſay, that all wio are under che ſame He + 
milphereare joyned iz communt patri, and will love like Coun- 
trymen ; for under the DireQtory there will be as different Re- 
ligions, and as different deſires, and as ditfering formes as there 
are leverall varieties of men and manners under the one halfe of 
| heaven, who yer breath under the lame halfe of the Globe. Bur 
] ask 2gain, what benefit can the publike receive by this forme, 
- or this no fozm, for I-know not-wherier to call ir. Shall rhe 
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matter of prayers be better in all Churches ? ſhall God be ber- 


ter ſerved? ſhall rhe word of God and the beſt patterns of 


prayers be alwayes exaRtly followed ? Ir is well if ic be. But 


there is ſecurity given us by the DireRory ; for the marrer is 
left at every mans diſpole for all that, and we muſt depend up - 
on the honeſty of every particular for it ; and if any man proves 
a Heretick, or a Knave , then he may introduce what impiety 
he pleaſe, into the publick formes of Gods worſhip ; and there 
is no law made toprevent it, and it muſt be cured afterwards if 
itcan; but before-hand it is nor prevented at all by the Dj- 
reRory , which truſts every man. Bur I obſerve, that all che 
benefit which is pretended, is, that it willmake an able Miniſtery, 
which I confeſle I am very much from believing, and fo will every 
man be that conſiders what kind of men they are that bave 
been moſt zealous for that way of conceived prayer. 1 am 
ſure that very few of the learnedſt, very many ignorants, moſt 
thoſe who have made leaft abode in the Schools of rhe Pro. 
phetrs. And thar I may diſgrace no mais perſon, we ſee Tradeſ- 
men of the moſt illiberall arts, and women pretend to it , and 
doe it with as many words (and that's the maine thing) with 
as much confidence , and ſpeciouſheſle , and ſpirit, as the beſt 


among them. And it is but a ſmall portion of learning that will 


ſerve a man to make conceived formes of prayer, which they have 
eaſily upon the fock of other men, or upon theirown fancie,or 
upon any thing in which no learnipg is required. He that 


Kknowes nothing of the craft may be in the Preachers trade, Buc 


what? Is God better ſerved? I would faine fee any Authority, 
or any reaſon , or any probability for that, I am ſure ignorant 
men offer him none of the belt {acrifices ex tempore, and learned 
men will be ſure to deliberate, and know. God is then better 
ſerved, when he ſerved by a publike, then when by a private 
ſpirit. I cannot imagine what accruements will hence come to 
the publike: it may be ſome advantages may be to the private 
intereſts of men. For there are a fort of men whom our blefſed 
Saviour noted, who do devoure widowes houſes, and for 4 pre- 
tence make long prayers, Tiley make prayers, and chey make 
them long, by this meanes, they receive double advantages, for 
they get reputaticn to their ability , and to their piety, And 
although 


Prayer Ex tempore, &c. 


although rhe Common-prayer Book in the Preface to the Di- 
regory bee charged with unneceſary lengrh , yer we ſee: that 
moſt of theſe men, they that are moſt eminent or wculd be 
ſo, make their prayers longer , and will not loſe the benefits 
which their credit gets,and they by their credit, for waking their 
rayers. | 
n Adde to this that there is no promile in Scripture,that he who 
prayes ex zempore (hall be heard the better, or that he ſhall bee 
aſhified ar all to ſuch purpoſes ; and therefore to innovate in fo 
high a matter without a warrant to command us, or a promiſe 
to warrant us, 1s no better then vanity in the thirs 3 and pres 
ſumption in the perſon, He therefore char confiders thar this. 
way of prayer is without all manner of preceder!t 1n the Primi. 
tive Church, againſt the example of all famous Churches in all 
Chriſtendome in the whole deſcent of 15. Ages, withour all 
command and warrant of Scripture , thar it is unreaſonable in 
the yature of the thing, againſt prudence andthe beſt wiſedome 
of humanity, becauſe it is without deliberation, that it is inno- 
vation in a high degree without that Authority which is eruly 
and by inherent and ancient right to command and preſcribe- 


tous In Y ws, forms of worſhip, that it is much to the dife 


orace of the'MWitetormers of our Religion”, rhat it gives en- 
couragemert rofifhie Papitts, to quarrell with ſome reaſon and 
more pretence againſt our Reformation , as being by the Di. 
rectory confeſſed to have been done in much blindneſle, and 
therefore might erre in the excefle as well as in the defeR, in 
the throwing out too much, as caſting off roo little, which is 
the more likely , becauſe they wanted zeale to carry it farre 
enough. He thar confiders the univeriall deformity of pub« 
like worſhip, and the no meanes of union, no Symbol of pub= 
like-communion being publikely conſigned, thar all Hereſfies may 
with the ſame Authority bee brought into our prayers, and 
offered to God in behalte of the people, with the ſame Authori- 
ty that any truth may, all the matter of onr prayers being left: 
to the choyce of all men , of all perſwafions , and then ob+ 
ſerves thar aRually there are in many places, hereſie, and bla» 


-.| fſphemy, and impertinency, and illiterate rudenefſesput incothe: 


evotions of the molt Solemne dayes, and the mott publike- 
- RI * mmeetings;;; 
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ignorant cannor, he that is know- 
ing will not. 


